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David Manderschied 
Executive Dean and Vice Provost 
College of Arts and Sciences 
The Ohio State University 
186 University Hall 
230 North Oval Mall 
Columbus, OH 43210 
 
Dear Dean Manderschied, 
 
It is my pleasure to write a letter of support for the collaboratively taught, cross-listed course Latino Urbanism and the 
Reinvention of the American City that Associate Professors Jesus Lara and Ignacio Corona have designed.  The course 
takes on a timely topic as the United States’ continues into the 21st Century with high rates of migration to the US from 
Latin America.  Demographers expect that over the 30 to 50 years, the US will become majority minority.  This 
transformation of the racial and ethnic profile of the US will in large part be due to the immigration of Latin Americans to 
the US.   Traditional gateway cities such as New York and Los Angeles have long had high rates of Latino immigration, 
and Latino influence is evident in the urban landscape and identify of those cities (at least in part).  Additionally, for the 
last 20 years, many rural areas are staying both economically and socially afloat because such immigration stabilizes their 
population when those born in the US migrate to more urbanized areas.  In more recent years, Latino immigration and 
migration has begun to focus on what Brookings Institution researcher Audrey Singer calls Twenty-Century Gateway 
Cities, expanding the influence of Latin Americans across US urban settings.  Thus a course that focuses on Latino 
urbanism and its impact on the American city is timely and important. 
 
For future planners concerned with the social and economic sustainability of urban regions, a class that focuses on 
understanding the long history of Latinos in the Americas, their changing influence on American cities and regions, and 
their cultural gifts to creating thriving places helps them gain depth in four of the 12 of the core competencies that we 
strive to help our students gain: 
 

History: Understand the historical and contemporary analysis of global and American urbanization. Have the 
ability to identify tools to preserve history in cities and regions. 
 
Advocacy: Be able to comprehend and discriminate among the goals that an individual, group, community and 
organization holds when considering the future including the values of justice, equity, and fairness. Have the 
ability to advocate for an interest on behalf or with a group in the community. 
 
Collaboration: Understand collaborative methods and be able to apply them in a professional context, including 
the ability to work in interdisciplinary teams, collaborate with clients, the public, and work teams. Have the ability 
to negotiate conflicts and understand the perspective of diverse stakeholders. 
 
Global View: Be able to describe how global issues have local impact. Be able to understand how local plans can 
contribute to global problems, such as climate change. 

 
This course is a welcome elective in Bachelor of Science in City and Regional Planning curriculum.  The very design and 
co-instruction of the course demonstrates to students the value of one 
more of our core competencies: “Interdisciplinary: Understand and 
respect the interdisciplinary nature of planning through taking courses 
both in planning and allied disciplines. Be able to collaborate in 
interdisciplinary teams.”  Working in interdisciplinary teams is a basic 
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skill within planning; understanding how a synthesis of diverse knowledge and skills can create better quality outcomes is 
actually demonstrated by the collaboration between these two professors and the resulting collaboration between City and 
Regional Planning in the Knowlton School of Architecture and the College of Engineering and Spanish and Portuguese in 
the College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rachel Garshick Kleit, PhD 
Professor and Section Head 
City and Regional Planning 


